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P4 SCHOOL-BASED ASSESSMENT 

• Exam format and marking scheme follow 
guidelines given by Singapore 
Examinations & Assessment Board (SEAB)

• Grading System:

- Band 1 85 marks & above

- Band 2 70 – 84 marks

- Band 3 50 – 69 marks

- Band 4 below 49 marks
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SCHOOL’S RECOMMENDATION AT 
THE END OF P4

Pupils who

• score below 23 marks in a subject

AND

• are generally weak in 2 or more subjects

will be recommended to take 

Foundation subject(s)
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SCHOOL’S RECOMMENDATION AT 
THE END OF P4

Pupils who score

• Band 1 in Mother Tongue Language

AND

• Band 1 in English, Mathematics and at least 

Band 2 in Science

will be recommended to take              

Higher Mother Tongue
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SCHOOL’S RECOMMENDATION AT 
THE END OF P4

• Parental option to take Higher MT in P5 at the 

end of  P4

• To continue to do Higher MT in P6, pupils will 

need to meet school’s criteria i.e. they must 

obtain at least B in MT and pass in Higher MT 

at P5
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• Different syllabus e.g. Foundation Mother 

Tongue focuses on oral components

• Different examination paper

Higher Mother Tongue (MT) vs Standard MT

• Two extra examination papers (over and 

above the Standard MT papers – Composition 

& Language Use)

FOUNDATION VS STANDARD 
SUBJECTS
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Comparison of  Number of  Periods

Standard Foundation Higher MTL

English 13 P5 – 15
(2 outside curriculum time)

P6 - 15

Mother 

Tongue
8 8 10

(2 outside 

curriculum time)

Maths 10 P5 – 12 
(2 outside curriculum time)

P6 - 12

Science 5 5

Note: Girls exempted from MTL will still need to attend 3 periods of  

Character & Citizenship Education (CCE) lessons conducted in English.
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Foundation Subjects (FS) are less demanding.

• Only opt for FS if  your child faces difficulties in 2 or 

more subjects.

• Pupils are not encouraged to offer Foundation 

English as literacy is a basic skill and is needed for 

them to cope with all other subjects.

• Pupils should only offer Foundation Maths if  they 

are very weak in 2 or more subjects as it is critical 

to build a strong foundation in numeracy at primary 

school to enhance their long-term options.

PARENTAL OPTION - KEY 
CONSIDERATIONS
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SUBJECT COMBINATIONS 
NORMALLY OFFERED

• 4S (majority)

• 4S + Higher Mother Tongue 

• 3S + 1F (Mother Tongue)

• 2S + 2F (combination of  Maths / 

Science / MT)

• 4F (English/ Maths / Science / MT)

S = Standard

F = Foundation



11

OPTING FOR SUBJECT 
COMBINATIONS

• Parental Option Forms will be given to 

all pupils together with their report 

books in Term 4.

• Do return option forms promptly so 

that we can start working on class 

allocation.


